
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. James Panico       

Department: Applied Health     Phone Number: (618) 650-5838 

E-mail Address: jpanico@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1147 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [ X ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
6-8 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Speech Pathology Research Lab Space FH 3407 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
In conjunction with a faculty mentor, the URCA Assistant will work closely on a research project that examines 

listener perceptions of various speech and language disorders. This is a critical area of our field that pertains to how 

people perceive other individuals who are afflicted with communication disorders such as stuttering, voice disorders, 

language disorders, and speech sound disorders. Although this area has received attention over the past few decades 

there are additional variables including gender differences, age differences, and prior knowledge of communication 

disorders, that when studied, would enrich the existing body of evidence. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Throughout this project the student will be engaged in several critical areas. Specifically, the URCA Assistant will 

help conduct a literature search to determine areas of specific need within the line of research proposed above. 

Second, the Assistant will work with the faculty mentor to develop and refine the methodology of the study which 

will consist of a survey-based instrument. Third, the Assistant will help code the data once collected. Finally, the 

findings of the research study will be submitted for presentation at the American Speech, Language, and Hearing 

Association's annual convention. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

During this research experience the Assistant will learn how to:  

   1) Search for specific research literature and synthesize the findings  

   2) Create survey questions  

   3) Code and input data for analysis  

   4) Describe the results and limitations of the study 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I can work with the student's existing schedule to determine available blocks of time to assign responsibilities for the 

research project.  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
There are no additional transportation issues associated with carrying out this project. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Applicants must have senior standing within the speech-language pathology program. 

 


